Introduction

Use the Nature Discovery Map Scotland to determine how
suitable your school grounds are for mammals. Use our Look
- Discover - Plan - Act cycle of activities to make it even more

nature-friendly and attract more native mammals!

Learning Outcomes

e We are creating and using maps of the area.

e We are exploring the environment.

e We are using the maps we created to inform decisions.

We are learning about native mammals.

Background
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There are a variety of native mammals that live around us, from
small species, like mice and bats, to larger ones including
badgers and deer. Some of which you might have living in your
school grounds!
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Time required
3 x 1 hour sessions (flexible)
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Learning for Sustinability
links

QuALITY 1 CLIMATE
EDUCATION ACTION

The first step is to survey your school grounds and record on a map what nature-friendly habitats
and features there are. There are 2 ways in which you can retrieve the map depending on your

time/resources:

Print out your own map (no registration required)
e Visit the Nature Discovery Map Scotland Hub.
e Go to the Explore tab and launch the NDMS
Nature Mapper to open up the map.

e Zoom in to your school. (Schools are outlined in
purple).

e You can print this map by clicking on the print icon
at the bottom.

¢ Inthe pop-up box, select the most appropriate
template (A4/A3/Portrait/Landscape) and click
‘print’.

e A pdf of the map will appear under the ‘Results’
tab. Click to download the pdf map and print as
normal.

e Explore your grounds and mark on features such
as trees, hedgerows, water, wildflower patches,
long grass, wood piles, bug hotels, bird & bat
boxes.
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Use the mobile apps (registration required)

e Visit the Nature Discovery Map Scotland Hub

e On the landing page, click to register your school.

e When you log in you will have access to the teacher zone.
On this page you will find details for downloading the
mobile apps.

e The NDMS Discoverer app (for younger ages/stages) and
Explorer app (for older ages/stages) enables you to
photograph and record features onto the national map.

2.Plan \H

Visit the National Biodiversity Network atlas, an online map

showing records of mammals across the UK. Type in your
school postcode and find out what mammals have been seen
in your area.

From this search, pick one or more mammals to focus on, and
find out what habitats and food they prefer.

3.Act I %

Work together to decide how to improve your school
grounds for the mammal(s) you have chosen. For example:

e |eave a small strip of unmown grass along a boundary or

in a corner for voles and hares

e Build a bat box

e Create a woodpile for hedgehogs

Visit the Act section of the website for a table of ideas and
inspiration. Small changes can have big impacts for wildlife,
so keep a look out to see what wildlife starts coming to your
school grounds!
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Other activities to try

Mini Mammal Den Building

Have a go at building a mini den
for small mammals in your school
grounds. You can use whatever
there is around - sticks, leaves,
grass, moss etc. Work in groups to
choose a native mammal and plan
the best structure and design to
suit it. This is an easy, student-led
activity, which enhances their
meta-skills and engagement to the
natural world.
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